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the scourge of visits to Boston. It permitted arrest and
imprisonment in that State, pending trial, for debt how-
ever insignificant contracted anywhere in the world. This
embarrassment was evaded by an ingenious device which
was suggested to Mansfield by a Boston friend who was
one of his heaviest creditors. As soon as he reached
Massachusetts he submitted, by prior arrangement, to the
formality of arrest on the complaint of his friend. Great
was the surprise of the other deputies when they attempted
serivce to be intercepted by an official who politely begged
their pardon, but Mr. Mansfield was his prisoner! The
Boston friend, of course, did not sue, but waited till the
tide in Mansfield's career changed and he paid all his
obligations.

It was his boast that he never sued an actor. But, if
a story which has had currency be not apochryphal, the
theft of his plays, the exclusive rights to which were his
most valued asset, brought him as near to breaking his
rule this winter, however, as he ever came.
' The dread and the despair of owners of successful plays
is the play pirate. Fie flourishes in the West. He is
venturesome and unprincipled as was his cousin of the
Spanish Main, and his trade is made easy by a firm in
Chicago which will, for a slight consideration, furnish the
manuscript of any piece acted.

Mansfield's special train, it is said, was one day easing
its pace in conformity to the speed law of the town it was
passing through, when from the car window his eye was
attracted by a poster announcing: "The Lyceum Comedy
Company in 'Prince Karl' to-night."

Here was a chance for evidence and action. He reached
for the bell rope and the engine stopped. Mr. Palmer
appeared to inquire the reason. aisle.
